SANDRA FRANCE: BIOGRAPHY

Canberra based composer Sandra France is a represented artist with the Australian Music
Centre. She has written works for the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, Melbourne Opera, Synergy
and many of Australia’s finest classical musicians. Her CD, Fluctuating States of Calm, was
recorded by Tall Poppies (TP177), and is a collection of her early classical compositions.

In 2008, France was the recipient of Arts ACT’s most prestige award, the Creative Arts
Fellowship, which culminated in the creation of her opera From a Black Sky, with librettist, Helen
Nourse. For this work, France won a Canberra Critics Circle Award for Composition and was a
finalist in the 2014 Australian Art Music Awards — Vocal Work of the Year.

France won another Canberra Critics Circle Award for her most recent work, Flight Memory, with
libretto by playwright Alana Valentine. The 2019 world premiere performance was directed by
Caroline Stacey at the Street Theatre and featured renowned Jazz vocalists Michelle Nicolle,
Leisa Keen and Liam Budge.

Always open to exploring new ideas for audiences from broad backgrounds, Sandra France
enjoys composing music that defies labels, pushing the boundaries in texture, musical form and
genre.



